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CHAPTER XXXII
MOVING OX THRE ENEMY.
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N arriving at
Hanford’s the
found the

ow awaliting
them.

He had satis-
fied himself as to
the house in
which Annie was
confined by satis-
fying himself
that in three of

them, at
chance for her con-
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' there was no possible
_finement. He had succeeded in making
, an examination so conclusive that there

! gould be no posaible doubt of it.
}¢ It wasa then, for the first time, that the
: thought crossed Tom's mind that the
note received might possibly be a ruse to
mislead them, and so expressing himsell
he asked to seo the slip of paper again.
+ To Holbrook the was torturs
iteelf. He had in his posdession a brief
note from Annle concerning the author-
f ship of which there could beno doubt.
"He made a comparison, and the penman.
ship was quite evidently i A
ri anford, the chief, pointed out
| the comparison would be of little value,
In the one instance the note was written
Lon fine paper, with excellent pen and
ink, at leisure and under no excitement,
while in the other it was written on
coarse paper, with a common lead pen-
cil, and evidently under the greatest ag.
itation, hurriedly and perhaps covertly.
Holbrook, whose high bopes had fallen
faillng to distinguish any resem-
blance, brightened on hearing the chiefs
meh.
The chief pointed out further thal'all
s the probabilitics were in favor of the
suthenticity of the note; that it was
(guite unlikely, however able the com-
were, that they would have
written a hote so brief, so hurried, and
which bore such evident traces of agits-
tion. On the contrary, had it been the
intention to throw any one off the scent,
the latter would have tried to do more
than this hurried scrawl had done, and,
further, that it must not be forgotten
that these hounds would scarcely seek
: o inform the friend who could give the
' most efficient help of her abduction be-
fore hewas likely to find it out, as would

]

gt the office from a time very close to
that of their departure to Mrs. Temple-
ton's house, where they first learned the
pews. On the other side they had oniy
of Tom's shrewd fears

be answered, and so they fell to arrang-

ing the details.

| The Shadow submitted that the danger

of an open attack upon the attic In ques-
inmates wi their
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expected.
arriving, three, with Tom. leading,

were to enter the adjoining house near-

est the corner and, rushing up, take

be
| Om

‘sault on the house where Annie was con-
fined. Holbrook was to be with the lat-

the house in whioch Annie was confined.

Hurrying back, the five were ocon-
voyed by the boy to the attic. The
youngster showed them how he mounted
to the roof, and in a moment they were
o it.

The passage over the ruof was perilous,
for it was an old fashioned high roof,
sloping at a precipitous angle from a
peak in the middle, both ways.

The boy, who ran over the roof like a
cat, and with the agility and confidence
of one familiar with the feat, showed
! them the skylight.

{  Tom put his mouth to the broken pane
and made a sound.

“Hist! hist!™

He heard a movement beneath,

“Hist, Miss Templeton?

! “Who's that?" was the answer in a fe-
' mala voice.
“Be quiet: help is near,” he said.
A ery of joy was heard.
“Are you alone?" asked Tom.
“Yes, quite alone.”
| “Stand fast, then; you'll be quickly
| freed.”
| He pulled at the frame of the skylight.
I Tt was fast.
Two of the men drew * jimmies” from

their pockets, fitted them together, and
| inserted them under one side. **Crick,
| erack!” in & twinkling it was pried off.
“Eh, eh, oh, golly!" laug the boy.
The moment the skylight flew off, a
light flashed up from below.
Annie had lit a candle.
Holbrook attempted to descend.
“Wait,” she cried. *The distance is
too great to jump.”
They heard a noise of something being

*Now you can jump,” she said.
Holbrook let himself drop, and he fell
an the bed Annie had dragged under the
skylight.

He caught the girl, who was trembling
with excitement, in his arms and cov-
ered her face with kisses. He mui-
mured and moaned over her; he laughed
and cried and embraced her again and
again.

In the meantime the others were tum-
bling down one after the other,

It was not until long after, when Tom
was in his bed the next morning, that
he realized that no one, not even Annie
herself, seemed to think it strange that
Holbrook should have hugged and kissed
her in the frantic manner he did.

At the time he was too busy. His
mind was working with aboormal ac-
tivity.

“We must get the girl out at once,”
he said. *“‘Here, Holbrook, stop that
nonsense and take the girl away,”

“How?" asked Holbrook, ready for
action, now that the first excitement was
over,

“Up through the skylight. Quick,
now."

“But how can we get her up there?™
asked the Shadow,

“I know," broke in Annie.
that bed away."

The bed was tossed on one side, while
Annie ran into the next room and began
te drag the table toward the room.

One of the men took it from her and
carrfed it In, and as she directed placed
it under the skylight.

“There's a chalr in there,” she said;
“bring that.”

They comprehended her purpose, and
it was placed on the table.

“Up you go, Holbrook,” cried Tom.
[T I"

“Take

Enlbwn‘k climbed like a cat and was
on the roof in a twinkling.

Tom lifted Annie by main force to the
top of the table and then on to the chair,
springing up on the table after her.

He lifted the girl up by the waist so
that Holbrook could get a firm grasp of
her arma.

She was then drawn up on the roof.

““Now, Holbrook,” cried Tom, “away
with you. Quick! Gei the girl out of
harm’s way as soon as you can. One of
you," he continued, turning to the chief's
men, “go with them to protect them.
Shadow, run down to the chief and tell
him to come up here the way we came
with the rest of his men. I have an
idea.”

The Bhadow disappeared.

Tom was the general commanding the
forces, and he did have an idea—a great
idea

He seized the candle and made a d
examination of the rooms, He ad
himself as to how those who came would
enter, and he quickly determined how to

of his forces. Finding the doors
bolted and barred from the inside, he un-
barred and unbolted them.

By this time the others had arrived.

“Have you found her?"” asked the chief.

went up together, “y
es, and Holbrook has carried her
mdu\h;;:bmzt;nmmtbe off.” .
They after having giver “Then the job s over?™
Iln&mﬂs'h;?:; ubm:: to station | ek oy ‘3:;’?’?8 shot.”
l I lr B 1 " n i3
the Nﬂiulnd there nwdth:fd:f down | ul've get u trap here, and we'll catch n
Guarding themsel bird.™
rﬂbl. from mmm e mmuchnuu a poe- “The man who abducted the girl?™"
the street and located c%fmm in ql:e': “Yes. Have you bull'seyes with you?"
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“Yes, and shooters and handcuffs.”
“Good. Then we can put out this
u% Hold on.”
y were startled by a noise above
their heads.

the detective who had
accompanied Hol-
brook and Annie.

“They are safely ofl

i in acarriage,” he said.
*“Heavens!” eried Tom, *‘he didn’t taks
ber on the street™

*Yes, that's what he did,” replied the
shief’s assistant.

“What ! 1 dido't want
kim i do that. He might have been
ween by the parties who abducted her,”

] don't think they were. He ran her

to the next corner and canght the cab

and was off in a §iffly. They at-
trected aitention from 7; I was be-
bind them all the way.”
“"mw:umwnh-mm

—

“Now, to your places, and ocut with
the light.”

They were in total darkmness; what

t there was came from the dormer
windows and the broken skylight.

They waited some time in sllence, re-
lieved only by the breathing of the men.

Presently they heard a light tvead on
the outside of the door; then a scratch-
ing sound.

“Is it youn, Shadow?" asked Tom.

u)’uﬂ

“Allright. Conoceal yourself and don't
let the man seo you when he cemes.”

“I'll make sure of that."

Then there was a longer wait and a
longer silence,

This was broken by the quick patter
of bare feet on the roof, and a voloe:

*‘He's a-comin' up de street now. Give
it to "im good.”

It was the mp, who had constituted
himself a skirmisher on the cutside, at
the skylight.

Tom could not restrain a laugh. Al

o service is performed through self-
consideration, he thought.

In s moment more a scratching was
heard on the door.

“Some one'’s coming,” whispered Tom.
“Watch both doors,”

Then they heard a hasty stumbling on
the stairs, a heavy step in the hall; the
door opening into the rear room was
tried; and then further steps and the
front room door was tried.

“I must have left that stalr door open
myself,” was heard in a rough voice,
with an oath.

A key was inserted, the bolta drawn
and the door opened.

The owner of the voloe advanced into
the room, closing the door behind him,
and shutting a bolt from the inside.

“So, my ladybird, yer didn's light the
lamp I pervided yer with, hey™

A light flashed in his face from the
chief’s bull's eye, and the barrel of a re-
volver was presented full in his face.

“Down on your kneés!" cried the chief.

“Death and d—," cried the man,
starting back.

He turned with the evident purpose of
selzing something, for his arm was out-

stretched in a wild ruch.l.ni:u:d
Another bull's eye was in his
face, and another revolver presented at

his head.

“That's what it Is if you don't drop,”
said the man who presented the second
bull's eye.

He swept the revolver of this man
sway with a quick motion of his arm,
and made a wild rush at the chief,

Tom, who had entered from the ad-
joining room, felled him to the floor by
a quick blow on the head with the butt

end of his revolver.

the blow, could recover himself, one of
the assistants, at a word from the chief,
clapped & pair of handcuffs upon him.

#‘Search him,” said the chief.

A pair of deft hands went through his
clothes. Nothing of consequence was
taken from him except o slip of paper,
on which was written in a plainly dis-
guised hand the words:

“At half past 10. Beready. Givethe
drug at 10, If not taken quietly, make
sure. Want no chance for screaming.
Be sure the right amount; nottoo much.
Must be no injury done. Want no acci-
dents.”

Tom puzzled over it. The man
on the floor looked at him sullenly, but
did not speak.

The meaning of the words flashed upon
Tom. Some one was coming st half-

ten, and she was to be d B0
that she could not make a distur|

He locked at his watch. It was nearly
ten.

“Where is the drug? he asked.

The mao was taken off his guard, and
his eyes turned to & shelf in the cormer
of the room.

Tom crossed to the place thus indi-
cated. Behind a pile of papers he found
s bottle. It was filled with a colorless
liquid.

““Ah, ha!" he cried. *"Well, my finc
fellow, you won't make sure to-night,
will you? She's not here. Bhe has left.
Nevertheless, we'll be ready.”

The man turned upon him a look of
bitter malignity, and opened hiz mouth
as if to speak, when he waa vented
Ig‘: cry of surprise from the chief,

ford.

“Hello! Hello! Why, boys, this isa
capture indeed! And who do you think
this 67 bending down and peering into
the handcuffed man's face.

*Who?" asked Tom.

“Bear Top Johnny, of all men in the
world. This s a good night's haul
Twenty-five hundred dollars reward for
this bird. He's been wanted thess eight-
sen months for the stealing of the child
of that rich man near Hartford."

With this he took the man'e head in
his hands and parting the hair showed a
deep scar on it i

“An old scquaintance, Tom. 1 gave
him this scar myself six years ago, when

he and a gang were robbing expresa cars
in the west.”

that, whatever else might occur, speech
from him would not, and he contented
himsélf with bending & Jook of deep
batred on the jubilant chief.

Tom, who had been loo
scene with great interest,

man:

“You didn't abduct this girl on your
own accord. Yon were hired to do it?™

An on the scoundrel's face
showed him that he had hit the truth

3 Thhﬁmehe?oke.

“] didn’t abduct her,

“Oh, you didn't. You simply took
care of her after abduction.”

This time Tom had hit the truth
squarely, and the man's face showed it.
*“Who was the man who hired you™
Scar Top Johnny regarded Tom with

a contem sneer.

“Well," said Tom, ‘you can answer or
not as you please. We can walt for the
half-past ten man. He'll tell.”

The face of Scar Top Johnny lit up
with a passing thought, and an expces-
sion of resolve passed over it.

Tom interpreted it acourately, but be-
fore he could act upon it, the Shadow
gave warning of another comer, and &
foot was heard stumbling In the dark-

ness.

The chief, however, had also penetrat-
ed the purpose of his , and press-
ing the muzzle of revolver against
Scar Top Johnny's head, he sald:

“If you utter a cry, or makean alarm,
I'll blow your brains out. The reward s
dead or alive.”

The next moment there was a knock
at the door.

Tom, who was closely watching the
face of the villain on the floor, saw an
expression of surprise flit over i, and
saw him turn his head toward the door
with a look of curiosity.

The chief called out in a loud voice:

oy this
to the

“Enter!”

The door swung open and in walked—

Harry Fountain!

He was dressed in the same kind of a
suit as that the U, 8. T.'s had made
their uniform.

il
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Before the man, who was stunned by | PAPer

They stepped forward.

“Pardon me, Mr. Fountain, you can
not do that. All who enter here are un-
der arrest.”

Light broke in on Fountain, and with
it intense anger. He turned on Tom, his
eyes blazing.

oI under arrest? You'll find that 1
am not to be trifled with"—

Tom interrupted him in a hard, cold,
metallic voice, low in tone:

“No heroics, Mr. Fountain. You are
my prisouer until you can explain your

here in this den, on this partic-
ular night. You can frighten no one
here; we're used to just such haughty
scoundrels as you are, just as we are to
vicious rascals like the one lying in
there. He's twice ns dangerous as you
can ever be."

The cold self possession and master-
tulness of Tom was irritating in the
highest degree to Fountain, and If ever
his boasted self command was needed
by him it was at that moment. Appear-
ances wers so strongly against him that,
angered as he was, he could not fail to
realize it.

By a violent effort he put a curb upon
his , and in 8 moment he sald:

“You think I am the abductor?”

“] don't think it; I'm certain of it.”

“You are mistaken." This waa saidin
a tone as cold and as firm as that Tom
had used.

“Indeed,” sald Tom. *“Perhaps you
can explain this enigmatical note,”

He ded to Fountain the slip of
which had been taken from the
pocket of Scar Top Johnny,

Fountain read it and handed it back to
b nothing of

“1 know (| A

Tom was somewhat dumfounded.
Then he recollected the reputation of
the man for coolness and nerve.

Fountain in turn took from his vest
pocket aslip of paper, and handing it
to Tom, said:

“Please read that, and
with the scrap you have.”

Tom s

“If Mr. Fountain desires to see Marian
and talk with her he must come to No.
— Mokt street, attic floor, at 11 sharp to-
night."

Tom took the other slip from his pock-
et and compared the two; the writing
was in the same disguised hand; he com-
pared the two scraps—evidently they
were torn from the same piece of paper.

Tom was puszled.

*You are an hour before your time,”
he said.

“] read it ten,” sald Fountain. *“Let
me lock at it. Oh, I see how I made my
mistake.” Then he continued: “This is
very mysterious. You and I should
have an understanding, Mr. Bryan. Will
you step aside with me?”

They went to the dormer window.

— o —

compare it

“Mr. Fountain,” he said, “with this

Templeton and the abducted girl for vic-
tims, It touches the effort to secure old
Pierson's"—

The Bhadow put his head in the door

u:.ewmtbmk,cladng the door after

“Go into the other room, Mr. Foun-
tain. . Quick! Don't say a word or utter
s sound whatever you hear!"

Fountain obeyed, impellad by the en-

of Tom,
lights were put out, and Tom
hastily lit the candle in the back room
and placed it behind the door.

There was a knock.

“Come in,” eald the chief in a gruff
volce, *it's unlocked.”

The door and a man entered.

“You have kept the door Jock-
ed,” sald a voice. *It's unsafe to leave
it s0. Isshe read

Tom fiashed a
comer.

Before the man could comprehend
what was golng forward the two men at
the door throngh which he had entered
saized him by the arms and bent them
behind his back.

Tom moved up to discover who the
newcomer was.

[ 70 BE CONTINUED.]
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Mr. Charles H. Grasty, formerly
of Mexico, Mo., for many years
oconnected with the Times, has left
Kansas City to sssume the man-
agement of the JManufacturers’
Record, of Baltimore. Mr. Grasty
began his work with the Times
when a very young man. He was
a reporter of remarkable versatili-
ty and ability. BSuccessfully he
filled the positions of city editor,
;d: oditns and business man-
i tor and business manager,
and in all exerted qualities of high
velue.—Kansas City Times.
The business houses of Mexico
should close on Friday, the day of
the sham battle, during the en-

's eye on the new-
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Long Point, Texas.

“The formula of ml 'Y
presenta, for %

chronic
every kind, the best known to
the medical world.”—D,
M. D., Wiggs, Arkansas.

Ayer's Sarsaparilla,

e
Dr. J. C. Ayer & Co., Lowsll, Masas
Prist §1; six bottles, §5. Worth §5 a bottie.
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HELLO! AUXVASSE.

A Telephone Line Propesed to
& Live Little Town.

The business men of Auxvasse,
which is now one of the best little
towns in the Bdate, want a tele-
phone line to Mexico. They want
this line so they can buy goods
here without comingup. Bucha
line would be worth hundreds of
dollars to Mexico every year. The
business men of Auxvasse are will-
ing 'and anxious to assist in the
erection of such s line, which,
when finished, would be a con.
venience to business men at both
places. Fulton has a telephone
line to Auxvasse, but the latter
town wants one to Mexico, and we
think our business men should at
once take hold of this matter.
There is no qgestion but what it
would prove a big thing for the
merchants of Mexico.

H. Jacobson has acoepted s po-
gition with Lindauer, Grossman &
Co., of Chicago, manufacturers of
negligee shirts. This is one of
the largest houses in the country
and we are sure ‘‘Jake’”’ will sell
lots of goods. Hoe etill retains his
interest in the Mexico business and
will have his headguarters here.

Correct.
From the Vandalia Leader.

The Ledger sent three of the
most popular young ladies of Mex-
ico to Bt. Louis instead of two as
was first announced, The Ledger
never does anything by halves.

Married, & the residence of the
groom, on June 8, by Rev.C. H.
McDermond, Mr. J. W. Lazear to
Mrs. Jennie Mclntyre, both of
Macon City, formerly of Mexico,
Mo.—Macon Democrat,

Jesse H. Carter is taking the
census of South Wilson vice J. W.
Bharp, who is very sick., Jesse
was enumerator for the same dis-
trict in 1880.

Pres. Brown (col.) was sent to
jail for 30 days for stealing a pair
of pants from Wm. Galloway.
Luke Emerson is in Bpain buy-
ing some more jacks.

Farmers report crops looking
fine.

—

The oW
VIBRATOR

The same firm which
81 years ago oom-
pletely revolution-
ized the Threshing
Machine trade by
inventing a mnew

wew |Tireding Maching
—s0 much
VIBRATOR.| than anymachine be-

e fore known, that all
thebuildersofthe old
THE style Threshing Ma-
NEW |chines stopped mak-
ing them and copied
m“m the new machine as
— closely as they dared
Tug |—havenowmadean-
NEW other advance, and
in their New Vibra-
m tor present a Thresh- |
<] ing Machine contain-
ing entirely new fea-
THE |tures in separation
NEW |and cleaning, which

of any other ss the

- old Vibrator was
T™E ahead of the “End-
NEW less Apron” ma-

chines. Every Farm-

er and Thresherman
should «f emce get
full information re-
garding the WNEW
VIBRATOR, which
will be sent Free on
spplication to

rted .

PresiDENT.

| HAS. 6. BUFFUM,

Vion-Pxzs. oD TREAS'R.

FRANK W. BUFFUM,
Sme’y Anp MANAGER.

J. ROBT.ALLEN
Am

Established In 1873.

THE LaCROSSE LUMBER COMPAR

WHOLHESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN

o, Lath, g s, DB

LIME, CEMENT, PLASTER,
Yellow Pine Cypress, Red Cedar, &

|
!
|
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Wholesale Yard, Planing Mill and General Office,
IOoOuilsiana, IMLoO.

Louisiana.
Auxvasse.

Blackburn.

BRANCH

Mexico.

Marshall.
Higginsville.
Laddonia.

YARDS:

Vandalia.
Slater.

Bowling' Green, -':f
Fulton. :

e&®Use LaCrosse Lumber Co.’s Ready-Mixed Pa

our Retail Yard We

MEXICO,

WM. ANGLE, Manager,

TO TEE TRADE:
Until within the last few years we sold our LUMBER to the dealers, but now sell our stock direct to the consumer tha

carry full and complete stocks of LUMBER at all our yards and can make it to your
buy of us. Be sure and call before buying. ’ Y

LACROSSE LUMBER COMPANY.

‘WM. MILLER, Manager,

LADDONIA.

THo0s. BENNING, Mang
AUXVASSE,

D. P. MOORE. J. T. NELBON.
MOORE & NELSON
Offer Special Bargains
QOver all competitors in
Real
Estate,

I bear in mind we
ievar fail to please
Every Customer. We

Sell or exchange Real Estate. Weare
0wne'rs of comPlﬂo

ET OF ABSTRACT BOOKS.

None but the BEST
INSURANCE
COMPANIES REPRESENTED.

Our facilities for selling REAT ESTATE,
LOANING MONEY, WRITING INSURANCE
{sither five or lifs) and furnishing Absiracts
of Title are unsurpassed.

No. 11 Harper Block. Mexico. Mo.

St Lamin

DUNCAN BRoS,
Al Kinds Laundry Work

Done in first-class style and at the
same prices you have been

We Carantse Wort!

To be First-Class.

OFFICE AND LAUNDRY—In the
Hiner bullding, next room south of
Johnson's grocery store.

BE-We Belitit Your Oustom. <@g

|Fine Whiskies!

IMPORTED CIGARS.

I SATNDERS & 0

~WHST BLOOK
Just Northwest of the City Hall

LENP'S BEEE ON TAP, ALWAYS
FAESH AND COLD.
Fine Whiskies for family use by the
ﬁm. Imported Wines, the be{tan
market.

STFAM ENCINE |
BOILER

SLNO FOR OUR CATALOGUL ana PRICES

WORKS,

\S ENGINE
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

H. 0. McFALL,
PHYSICIAN AND SURGEON,
MEXICU, MO.

Phymmanm Surgeon
OFFICE—Uver the Post-Office.

E. C. KENNEN,
LADDONIA, MO.
Attorney at Law,
AND ROTARY PUBLIC.

L.oan money at Lowest Rates, and |

Ceo.

"
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Double width eashmere, worth 18¢.
Qur price 12 1-2,

Double width Henrietta, worth 25¢.
Our price 200.
Double width all-wool Fine Henrietta,
worth 75¢. Our price 50.

Double width all-wool fine imported
lish stripe and plaids,well worth
75¢, our price 50c.

Mobhair Lusters, silk finish In grays,
tans, mixtures, drabs, blue, green
fawn, myrtle and black worth 75e.

ur price 50¢.

These mohair goods are very desirable
We have the cheapest lot of white

G. KABRICH & CO.,

Our Large Stock ;f

Embracing all the

The best shoe on earth.

EEARLT

THE

AN v
wiv LY

I;
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h‘l li\ P: Y

Cen. AMAcCR
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L.

Kabr

J. E SE

Successor to Settle & Settle,

THE CASH SHOE HOUSE!

Has on hand the largest and most complete stock of

Boots & Shoes,

EVER OFFERED TO THE TRADE.

EST
IN THEWURLD

1& C0.PiITTSBURGH.PA.

ich & Co.,
Cash

House

ALL KINDS OF

DryGoods

And Notions..

EAT BARGAINS

AT ALL TIMES.
THEY SELL

Heavy Brown and Fine Muslins, bleached factory ; Chevlohl
anton Flannel, Gingham and White Dress aaods a {

& CENTS
per yard,

ke

al

Dress Goods, Hamburgs, Van
&c., ever brought to

city, all new and fresh.
Also have all colors in trimmin

silks and surah silks in all shades a
500 per yard, worth 75¢.

In fact. we have the cheapest line of

Dreas Goods and Trimmings to match
ever brought to Mexico.

Also have Ladies' Fine Shoes worth
$1.75; our price $1.25.

Real fine Dongola Bhoes worth §2.25;
our price $1.50.

Men's fine shoes at the same prices.

We Buy and Sell for Cash ![=:

Is the reason we can sell these goods 8o cheap, We have enlarged our store-
room and have twice as large s stock to select from as heretofore.

Come and See Us.

Opera House Block.

Oxfords is Complete.

very latest styles.

Call and Examine Qur Goods!

And get prices before buying, as we think it will save you
money. Wae take pleasure in showing goods.
A full line of Kslly, Goodfellow & Co.'s

Celebrated $2.50 Ladies’ Shoes!

Every pair warranted.

N. E. Cor. Square, Mexico, Mo.
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HIMNEYS

e g

The Fine All-Purposs

rietly o

the m.-..,'“’&'a'? or wri
Dxe.

No. 37 Hampshire
2-1yr 7
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-

Best and
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